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recovered office and retained it for six years. Power
they did not recover, that is, power to carry out the
policy to which they were committed. Their measures
were constantly thwarted and rejected by the House of
Lords, and Lord Melbourne's second Administration was
one of the weakest administrations that ever held
office in England.
The Parliament had no sooner met than Peel was
made to understand the temper of the Opposition. The
first contest was over the election of Speaker. Manners
Sutton, the former Speaker, who though a Tory had been
chosen by the Whigs to preside over the reformed
House of Commons, was willing to serve again. Peel
proposed him for the office. But the "Whigs were now
exasperated against him, alleging that he had taken a
prominent part in the formation of the new Ministry,
and that he had shown his partisanship in various ways,
and they proposed Abercromby, the member for
Edinburgh, in opposition to him. Manners Sutton
defended himself not unsuccessfully against the charges
of undue partisanship, but the Whigs were not to be
appeased, and Abercromby was elected by 316 votes to
306. Manners Sutton was forthwith raised to the House
of Lords with the title of Lord Canterbury. The result
of the contest showed that Peel had no majority,
but he determined nevertheless to proceed with the
business of the session and to force the Opposition to
take the responsibility of making his continuance in
office impossible. The king's Speech was a sort of
official version of the Tamworth Manifesto. Aiter the
customary references to the state of foreign affairs, the
condition of the revenue, and the character of the